Fraction Madness  


Getting Started: 

Review of Previous Lesson/HW/Do Now
Statement of Objectives: 

A.N.5 Solve algebraic problems arising from situations that involve fractions, decimals, percents (decrease/increase and discount), and proportionality/direct variation.
Big Idea: 

Addition of Fractions (X-bar method)
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	Start with two fractions that you want to add together.

	
[image: image2.emf]
	Note:  The direction of the arrow tips indicates the placement of the cross products in the numerator.  This algorithm only works with two fractions at a time.
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	Simplification may be necessary.


Subtraction of Fractions (X-bar method)
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	Start with two fractions that you want to subtract.
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	Note:  The direction of the arrow tips indicates the placement of the cross products in the numerator.  This algorithm only works with two fractions at a time.
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	Simplification may be necessary.


Multiplication of Fractions (Hot Dog method)
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	Start with two fractions that you want to multiply.
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	Note:  Drawing “hot dog buns” around the numerator and the denominator can help the students to visualize and remember the process of multiplying numerator times numerator and denominator times denominator.  This algorithm can be extended to multiple fractions.
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	Simplification may be necessary.


Division of Fractions (KCF Hot Dog method)
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	Start with two fractions in horizontal notation that you want to divide.

	K C F
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	Note:  Remember the acronym KCF, which stands for keep, change, flip.  You keep the first fraction, change the operations sign from division to multiplication, and flip the second fraction.  The mnemonic (memory hook) of KFC, or Kentucky Fried Chicken, is useful for some students.
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	After KCF, use the Hot Dog method to finish solving the problem.
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	Simplification may be necessary.


Division of Fractions (Outer over Inner Method)
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	Start with two fractions in vertical notation that you want to divide.
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	Multiply the Outers (top times bottom)

Multiply the Inners (middle times middle)
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	Record the answer as Outer over Inner

Simplification may be necessary.


Modeling:

Sample Math A Regents Problem

	In a town election, candidates A and B were running for mayor. There were 30,500 people eligible to vote, and 
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of them actually voted.  Candidate B received 
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of the votes cast. How many people voted for candidate B? What percent of the votes cast, to the nearest tenth of a percent, did candidate A receive?


One Solution

	This problem wants to know two things:

· How many people voted for candidate B? and

· What percent of the votes cast did candidate A receive?

Our solution strategy is to first find out how many votes were cast.  Then answer the two questions.

STEP 1.  The number of votes cast is 
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of 34,000.  
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STEP 2.  Candidate B received 
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of the votes casts, so candidate B received 
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 of 25,500 votes.  
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.  Candidate B received 
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 votes.

STEP 3.  Candidate A received all the votes cast minus the votes cast for candidate B, so candidate A received 
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 votes.  We need to know what percent of the votes cast equals 17,000 votes, so we write 
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We convert a decimal to a percent by multiplying by 100 and adding a % sign. 
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The only thing left to do is round the answer to the nearest tenth of a percent.  We truncate our answer after the nearest hundredth and decide if 66.66% is closer to 66.6% or to 66.7%.  It is closer to 66.7%, so 
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 is our answer.


Modeling:

Regents Math A Problem

	There are 28 students in a mathematics class. If 
[image: image29.wmf]1

4

of the students are called to the guidance office, 
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of the remaining students are called to the nurse, and, finally, 
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of those left go to the library, how many students remain in the classroom?




One Solution

	The question wants to know how many students are left after different numbers of students leave.  Our solution strategy is to start at the beginning and build a chain of events 1 step at a time until we get to the end.

· We start with 28 students.

· 
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of the students go to the guidance office.  This means that 
[image: image33.wmf]1

287

4

´=

students went to the guidance office.  This also means that 
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 students are still in mathematics class.

· 
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of the 21 remaining students are called to the nurse.  This means that 
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 students went to the nurse, and 
[image: image37.wmf]21714

-=

 students are still in the mathematics class.

· 
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of the 14 remaining students go to the library.  This means that 
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students go to the library, and 
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 students are still in the mathematics classroom.

We have reached the end.  There are 
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 students still in the classroom.


Check for Understanding: 

Guided Practice: 

Selected worksheet.

Independent Practice: 

Students should complete the worksheet on their own.
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