Stem-and-Leaf Plots

Getting Started: 

Review of Previous Lesson/HW/Do Now
Statement of Objectives: 

Stem-and-Leaf plots are not specifically addressed in the March 15, 2005, New York State Learning Standards for mathematics.
Big Idea: 

Stem-and-Leaf Plots  Stem and leaf plots organize data by sorting them into stems and leaves.  Each data is thus split into two parts. An advantage of stem and leaf plots over frequency tables is that stem and leaf plots preserve data. When setting up a stem and leaf plot, it is extremely important to provide a key.  The following example of a Regents Math A Stem and Leaf Plot problem resulted in tens of thousands of New York students losing one point because they failed to provide a key.  

Modeling:

Sample Regents Math A Problem with Stem and Leaf Plots
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One Solution

	Stem
	Leaf
	KEY

	1
	5,9
	

	2
	5,6,8
	

	3
	2,9
	

	4
	0,3
	Stem
	Leaf

	5
	0,0,5
	tens
	units

	6
	5,
	

	7
	2,5
	


Check for Understanding: 

Guided Practice: 

Selected worksheet.

Independent Practice: 

Students should complete the worksheet on their own.
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